Everything you wanted to know about learning to fly, but were afraid to ask OR How to make a private pilot in 372 easy steps

Objective
Lay groundwork for a successful private pilot learning experience

Steps/Schedule

Discussion – 1:00

Demo flight (optional) – 1:00

Q&A

Topics


Student – motivation, background, goals, etc.

Instructor – background, approach, goals

Requirements to be a pilot


The learning process


Things you’ll need


The agreement


Challenges

Club/FBO logistics


Student

What motivates you to be a pilot?

Do you have specific goals or uses in mind?

Do you have insight into how you learn best?

What other hobbies and interests?

What questions or concerns do you have?

My Goal – a safe, proficient pilot who has fun flying

Requirements for private pilot certificate
· Proof of US citizenship or TSA clearance to start training

· Age 17 (16 to solo)
· Speak English

· Medical certification (not immediately, but prior to solo)
· Instruction and experience minimums
· Instructor endorsements

· Pass written test

· Pass practical test (oral and performance)

More details in 14 CFR 61 and PTS
The learning process

We’ll follow a basic lesson plan, but adjust as necessary

A typical lesson will be 2 hours and include

Pre-assigned reading


Pre-flight discussion/briefing


Flight

Post-flight debrief/ preview next lesson
Building blocks – get the basics right before we move on

Ask lots of questions

For flying, generally follow the model


Describe


Demonstrate


Emulate


Practice 

Some things come easily; others take a lifetime to master

Availability and budget may dictate frequency


Things you’ll need

Log book (Lesson 1 – I can provide for $10)
Small spiral notebook and pen (Lesson 1)
Training materials – either for ground school or self study

Flight bag – some way of carrying it all (Lesson 2)
Charts – LA Terminal (Sectional later) to start (Lesson 2)

Headset (Lesson 3+)

Fuel tester (Lesson 3+)

Flight computer (E6B) and/or calculator 

Chart ruler/protractor 
Flashlight and/or headlamp (night flight)
AFD (Airport Facility Directory) for the Southwest

FAR/AIM book 
Options - handheld radio, kneeboard, flight simulator

The Agreement
On time

Prepared

Engaged
Communicate

Payment after each lesson - $30/clock hour

Challenges
Learning in the LA basin – complicated/busy airspace
Weather, plane, and instructor availability

Working through learning plateaus

Confronting fears and weaknesses

Communication
Logistics

Schedule planes on line through ScheduleMaster
N19760, N54678, and N98326 are options (Cessna 172s)

Club requires checkout/paperwork for each plane and checkouts for certain types of flight
For student pilots, keys given as you approach solo
Billed monthly for plane usage and dues; due on receipt

Location of pilots lounge, bathrooms
Terms/Acronyms

14 CFR – Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations; a.k.a. the FAR (Federal Aviation Regulations); broken into parts, such as  61 (Certification of Pilots and Instructors) and 91 (General Operating and Flight Rules). This is the “bible” of regulations. Also known as a source of many knowledge test and oral questions and a cure for insomnia.
Endorsement – documentation by the instructor that the student is approved or prepared for a certain step (e.g. soloing in a specific type of plane or taking the written test)

FBO – Fixed Base Operator: company at airport providing services such as fuel, repair, rentals, and instruction.

PTS – Practical Test Standards. This describes the requirements for passing the practical test. The one of interest is Private Pilot and the portions relating to Single Engine Land.
Online Resources

My collection of information – http://piratepilot.com/lessons 
http://flighttraining.aopa.org/  – get a free 6 month AOPA Flight Training subscription and membership
http://aacit.caltech.edu  (Members => Club Documents)
https://www.flightschoolcandidates.gov/ - TSA site
http://www.faa.gov/library/manuals/aviation/pilot_handbook/
FAR online – google “FAA FAR”

PTS online – google “FAA-S-8081-14A”

For Next Time

Complete TSA process OR bring US passport
Submit club application

Schedule lesson & airplane

Notebook and pen

Checkbook or cash
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